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May 25, 2007
Alissa and I are bouncing up and down … School is out!  And our summer help has arrived!  

We started harvesting and washing a day early.  With all the high winds and now two days of rain, we are terribly behind schedule in transplanting to the field.   So Wednesday and Thursday were harvest days and we hope to transplant crazy fast today.

This is Morgan’s first year as a veggie rinser, washer, bagger, counter, stacker, dirt slinger, weed puller, tomato wiper, but she is catching on quickly.  Morgan graduated from Dordt College this spring.  When she called in response to my help wanted ad, I asked her, “Do you like to play in the dirt?”

“I do!”  was her reply and my heart skipped a beat!!  Morgan’s family has always had a large garden in the back yard.  Maybe the ‘free vegetables’ in the ad hooked her (she carried lettuce and green garlic home the first day of work) or maybe the words ‘guaranteed suntan’ caught her attention.  
Although in hindsight, ‘guaranteed suntan’ only affirmed my antiquity!  Who needs the sun for a suntan nowadays?
Maria has matured from eleven to twelve.  And it shows.  She slipped back into the grove, washing and bagging with confidence.  When given the option to plod behind the transplanter, wielding a shovel or spending hours on her knees pulling weeds or to stay home, she choose the former!

And Johnny (I’ve been informed that boys grow into young men and that he is no longer Johnny but Jon!) has returned for his third summer with us.  Spinach and radishes were quickly ripped out of the hoop house, plastic was laid, and dahlias and lisianthus transplanted.  It’s great to have you back, Jon!!  And I know, I know.  Young men will find other work.  I will appreciate your youthful strength, your willingness to do anything, and your cheerful “Ok”  a million times this summer!  Promise!
I was on my knees, lifting mulch, stretching plastic.  Jon was scooping dirt onto the plastic edge.  “Keep that shovel under control!  I don’t want to loose a finger or have you slash my knee cap.”  

RIP!  His hand and shovel handle went through his blue jeans, right next to his zipper.  
“I just ripped my pants!”  Jon’s eyes were large with surprize.  (Giggle, giggle!  I kept my head down but couldn’t contain the giggles.)  “Guess I’ll have to duc tape it.”

“Yup, guess you will.  Don’t want those girls peeking!”  (Many more giggles!!)

Lunch time:  (You know how little sisters are.)  “Jon!  Why do you have duc tape on your pants?”

“I ripped it!”

“Yeah!  About six inches worth!!  And the duc tape is so you girls don’t peek!!!”
Cut Flowers:
Here come the flowers!  Even I was allowed to make bouquets last night.  Alissa does the brave and daring.  Peachy orange Asiatic liles with deep red snapdragons.  Me?  My bouquets are safer.  Pink peonies, blue baptisa, yellow Dutch iris and pink bleeding heart.  
A few Black Jack Asiatic lilies made it into bouquets.  Several of the heavily budded stems will be straight bunched for a dramatic display.  It’s wonderful to have lilies blooming again.  “Wish the Orientals bloomed when these long stemmed snaps were blooming.  What a bouquet that would make!”
Veggies:

Lettuce, leaf: A mixture of Freckles, green oak, red oak, lime green and a blush.  Rinsed, spun.  
Lettuce, head: Reds and greens.  With lettuce by the head, you get both the outer leaves with their crunchy rib and the tiny, slightly blanched, tender heart leaves.
Spinach: The last of the hoophouse crop.
New Zealand spinach:  Field grown.  Very nice.
Radishes: Beautiful French Breakfast type. Field grown, crunchy, a bit a heat.
Green Garlic: Looks like a green onion but the flavor is all garlic!

Scallions: Some have long white shanks, some have started to bulb.  Henry always tells me, “Work smarter not harder.”  Ok, ok!  I used the loader bucket on the tractor to pull the dirt back, sprinkled the onion bulbs, and pushed the dirt over them again with the loader.  Where the dirt is deep, the onions have long shanks.  Where the dirt is shallow, the onions are starting to bulb.  Delicious either way.
Plants
Tomatoes


Heirlooms:  We have gold, green, lots of pretty red and a few black heirloom tomato plants left.

Hybrids:  Lots of the prettiest, biggest, best eating red tomato plants.

Grape, Cherry, and Pear:  Each type is offered in red and yellow.  
Peppers

Sweet: Greens, reds, yellows, oranges, and lavenders.  Also sweet banana.

Hot:  Jalapeno, Ancho.
Basil

Sweet: Genovese



Napolitano 


Pistou: mini leaves, plant


Dark Opal



Purple Ruffles



Serata



Lemon



Lime



Mexican Spice(Cinnamon)

Cilantro

Parsley

Oregano, Greek

Cutting Celery

I better run!  Gotta’ get ahead of all the handy kiddos!!!
Henry, Harriet & Alissa Kattenberg 

Seedtime & Harvest, Hull, Iowa

hkattenberg@seedtimeandharvest.net

712-439-1861

Falls Park Farmers Market:

May to Oct. 
Saturday 8-1pm

Falls Park, Sioux Falls, SD

East Dakotah Natural Foods Co-op:

2504 S. Duluth Avenue

605-339-9506

Monday – Friday
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturday 

9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday

Noon to 5 p.m.
Look’s Meat Market:
6213 Old Village Place
On the corner of 69th and Western

605-336-3104
Monday – Friday 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday

8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sunday

11a.m. to 6 p.m.

