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April 25, 2008
One more week until Market opens!  Now that is hard to comprehend!!!!!!!!!!
Every day that Alissa is not scheduled to work at the flower shop, she is here early, ready to work.  And work we have!  

Just before dark last night, we went back outside and built mini hoop houses over her tulip beds.  The prediction of sub-freezing temperatures and SNOW made Alissa fear for the leaf tips of her tulips.  The flowers may survive and look fine in the garden but she wants perfect tulips for cutting.  Not only must the flowers be perfect but also the leaves.  

There is a list on the table of things I must do today.  One of which is lighting the furnaces in the tomato house.  We transplanted the tomatoes yesterday, about a week and a half later than other years.  And we certainly don’t want chilling temperatures to damage them.  We will set the furnaces low, maybe 40 or 45 degrees.  Hopefully they won’t run much as the expense of propane can quickly eat up whatever profit is in the tomato crop.  

Lissy’s tulips are really late this year.  Usually she would have an early batch from the hoop house in April and then a later batch from the outdoor planting for Farmers Market.  With the cover removed and the soil open to the elements, the tulips in the hoop didn’t gain an advantage.  

Her selection of tulips will also vary widely this year.  I ordered tulips on time but in the throes of summer, missed looking at the confirmation.  The supplier dropped a zero in the quantity column.  (Instead of receiving 100, we received 10.)  Come fall, we opened the boxes.  What??  Where are all our tulips??  Returning to the house, digging through the files, we realized the mistake.  To our utter dismay, tulip bulbs were not to be had at that late season.  “Give us whatever you have!!!”  Whatever was left from the supplier we planted.  So, Lissy’s tulips may be tall.  They may be short.  They will definitely come in different colors than we have offered in the past. 
And included on that list on the table, is a note to ORDER TULIPS!  Isn’t it amazing?  We haven’t seen a single flower; haven’t sold a single stem and already must place our order for next  year.  Difficult!!!

Radishes, lettuce and spinach are beautiful in the flower house.  Alissa is kind of frowning … I planted the WHOLE house with those three crops … And she desperately needs to move flower starts out.  “The snapdragon and dianthus plugs are at a perfect size to move out.  The dahlias are begging for more root space. I’m so anxious to get those radishes out and flowers in!”

We plan to harvest the radishes methodically, not choosing the largest but pulling them all, dropping the immature.  Mulch will be rolled over, dirt scooped on the edges to anchor it, and flowers tucked into the newly opened space.  
Our plea to you next week will be:  Eat radishes!!!  

Henry and I worked all day Saturday and again all day Wednesday putting down amendments, tilling, and laying mulch in the large field.  The soil was perfect.  Fine crumbs yet slightly moist.  Perfect!  The wind blew continuously.  Henry wore safety glasses to keep his eyes free of dirt.  The tractor tires pick up just enough earth to feed the wind, and his eyes.  I lagged far behind allowing dirt particles the time needed to fall to the ground instead of hitting me in the face.  My ears and scalp were gritty at day’s end.  We were both thrilled to have the mulch laid.  Now it can be quite damp and we can still transplant.  But mulch laying needed dry.

Wednesday evening Nathan and Matt, a new helper, came out to pound in T posts and hang trellising in the tomato house.  I hooked up the irrigation and got the water running.  A trickle of water will mark where the t-tape is located under the mulch.  My constant plea is “Don’t hit the t-tape!”  They did pretty good.  Only one post ended up smack dab on top of the t-tape, pounding it into the ground.  And one line ended up on the wrong side of a post.  I cut the line, corrected the direction and put in a splice.  Not bad!  

It’s always interesting when someone new starts working.  I’m sure it is a HUGE learning curve.  Matt did pretty well considering three of us could (and did) tell him how to do it!  He had to hold a reel of wire and unroll it for Nathan to feed through the netting.  “Don’t allow it to kink!”  Now what in the world does that mean to a newbie???

Nathan picked up a scrap piece of wire to demonstrate and I worked the reel for a few minutes to get the feel.  “Ok, put your hands here and here.  Unroll it this way.  Give Nathan just enough as he needs it.  You can’t roll out extra before he does need it.  Bends in the wire will be ok but any kinks and especially an ‘e’ will snap when the tomatoes hang with all their weight on the wire.”

“What’s an ‘e’?”  
Seven more days till Market and a whole summer of whats, whys and how comes!!  Fun!  Fun!  
Henry and Harriet Kattenberg 
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712-439-1861
Alissa and Nathan Van Zweden
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lissysflowers@hotmail.com
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Falls Park Farmers Market:

May 3 to Oct. 25
Saturdays 8-1pm

Parking lot of Johnstone Supply,

6th & Weber,  Sioux Falls, SD

