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February 12, 2010
“Are you growing anything in the winter?”

“Mmmm … no, not really.  It would not pay to run the greenhouse furnaces through these cold winters.  That would be a huge waste of energy.”

“Sure is nice you get to rest!”

Rest, yes.  Nice?  Absolutely!  So what am I doing with my time?  Well …

 On a long list of other to-do items, I had a few requirements for our organic certification that needed finishing.  I was given a deadline of October 15.  I missed it!  

Alissa and I were still harvesting, still bringing veggies to Falls Park Farmers Market.  Plus we had all the fields to clean.  Matthew helped tremendously.  He pulled a lot of the plastic mulch and drip irrigation tape.  I recall one day he worked in the rain.  Except for his feet, he was a relatively clean mud ball by the time he went home.  Matthew has the unique ability to work with dirt and not get very dirty.  Morgan, on the other hand, would have been literally covered with mud!

So I appealed for more time and promised to finish their requirements during the winter.  

One of the requirements concerned our sticker.  It is a basic sticker.  Seedtime & Harvest, our logo, the USDA Organic symbol, our website and the words Locally Grown & Certified Organic.  A small sticker with FDA approved food-grade adhesive.

So what is the problem?

The official NOP documents require that if your use the USDA Organic symbol, you must also have the words “Certified Organic by OCIA” or whoever is your certifying agent.  We didn’t.  It is a relatively new requirement, written after I had purchased 25,000 stickers to get the needed price break.  (There are probably 23,497 stickers remaining in the shipping box.)
While our old label needed remodeling, we also need a new label with room to write the name of what is inside the package.  Lettuce.  Arugula.  Spinach.  Spicy greens.
So with a pencil, I drew the outlines of the new sticker.  Then, as an example of the art work we have already paid for, I placed an old label on the drawing.  

Now Henry and I have this ‘thing’ of speaking two different languages.  Which is Mars and which is Venus, we are not always sure.  Alissa thinks we practice our art of speaking ‘in tongues’ but Henry doesn’t think so.  He thinks we really do think differently.

Case in point …

I faxed my new design to Henry at his work.  “I guess it is ok.”

Later in the evening, he asks me, “Are you really going to put your old sticker on the new sticker?”

“What?”

“Sorry I asked!”

“No, I’m serious.  What are you saying?”  Then the light came on.  He perceived my buying a new sticker with the words Certified Organic by OCIA printed on it and then each time placing the old sticker onto the new sticker.  The layered look?  I shook my head in amazement.

Then it was time to fax my plan to the printer man.  I also called and explained.  Printer Man e-mailed the proofs to me.  And guess what?  He carefully worked the oval outline of the old sticker into the new sticker!!!  Men do think alike!!
I sent a copy to Alissa by fax.  “Looks ok to me.  You are using the old sticker as an example, right?”

It would be rather boring if we all thought the same.  And very bad for business.  Henry sees a much larger picture than I do.  He says I don’t have a business mind, which means he does.  I know he doesn’t have a green thumb!  And we both agree on that one.  

If momma tells papa to till between the asparagus, papa tills between the asparagus.  Regardless.  Regardless if it looks like rows of green grass and smells of garlic when the tiller chews it all up.  

Daughter comes looking for Momma.  “Pa just tilled in your spring garlic.  Is that what you wanted?”

“Yipes!  I forgot all about planting garlic between the asparagus!!!”

“Pa!  Couldn’t you see the garlic?  Why did you till it in?”

“I saw something green but it looked like grass.  I did smell garlic and kind of wondered but you said till between the asparagus so I tilled!!!”

“Calling Mars to Venus.  Mars to Venus.  Come in!  Are you there?  Do you ‘hear’ me?  Mars?  Venus?  Hello!!”
Henry & Harriet Kattenberg, farmers 

Seedtime & Harvest, Hull, Iowa
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