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July 7, 2006

You should see the mess we are working in!! (Or maybe you shouldn’t.)  Half of the shed is insulated and heated with a corn burner in the winter.  Itchy pink bats of insulation plus plastic for a vapor barrier make for a perfect playing ground for mice.  Henry has been wanting to sheet the walls with plywood before Farm Day so folks wouldn’t start screaming when a mouse went running up and down the walls.
Rick is a carpenter.  After Hurricane Katrina, plywood prices started to climb and the ominous warning sounded, “There’s a shortage of plywood!”  Lumber yards couldn’t get plywood; Menard’s was limiting sales to a pallet.  With bids locked in place for garages and new homes, Rick gambled.  Henry bought a pallet, Rick bought a pallet, his partner bought a pallet.  The shed was cramped with plywood to the ceiling.  He bought at $15 a sheet.  Prices went as high as $30 a sheet, if you could get it.

Today?  $7.00 a sheet!  

With half a pallet left over and Farm Day looming, Henry convinced Rick to work for Seedtime for a few days.  
Everything was pulled away from the walls.  Plywood nailed in place.  “Sure would be nice if it was painted!”

Painted.

“Looks kind of streaky.  The plywood certainly soaks up paint.  Two coats?”

Two coats.

Next thing, Johnny comes to find me in the field.  “What should I do for water?  Rick says they broke the water pipe.”

“I’ll come in.”

“Josh has no concept of how a ladder works.  He always sets the ladder too far away and then l e a n s as he r e a c h e s.  Invariably, he kicks the ladder from under his feet and falls.  This time he fell on the water pipes.  No blood, tho’!”

Thus … a huge mess!  And Farm Day is Tuesday!  The mice trails are covered.  The floor will be scrubbed.  Vegetables are picked, washed, and reserved.  Recipes are chosen.  We’ll finish dolling up the place Monday.  Monday night several girls and ladies are coming to chop, mix, stir, and cook.  Tuesday chairs and tables and a large grill will be hauled home and set up. 
Wednesday we intend to lift the garlic.  That should cure any case of the slumps. Thursday and Friday we do it all over; harvest and wash. 

Somewhere in there, toilets must be cleaned; floors swept.  Beds made?  
Well …

I’m getting too complacent!  I must still lay out the wind break; which trees go where, what order to plant the woody shrubs.  Plastic must be laid.  Holes must be dug.  Tags?  Mmmmm…. Water tanks must be filled.  Some of the larger shrubs have been heeled in and need to be uprooted.  Will you please come and help us plant?  

Oh … perennials must be pulled out of the hoop house and displayed.  Every pot received a scoop of worm castings this spring.  Good food for plants!  What do worms eat?  Weeds and seeds.  What do worms poop?  Weed seeds!  There’s a weed or two in almost every pot.  We’ll pull weeds as we pull plants. 

A cute story:  Cucumbers are growing in baskets hanging from the ceiling of a hoop house.  After planting, each pot received a scoop of worm castings.  Later, Johnny was given the job of taking down every basket and pulling the little grass plants.  He pondered a long while before he finally asked, “How did weeds get way up here?” 

Ok, ok, ok …. I have to get this letter finished and mailed.  Basil, kale, endive, and tomatoes are waiting for me.  The girls will cut flowers one more time.  Alissa will run through the broccoli patch and then take everyone out to tie the field tomatoes to the trellising.  Rick and Josh will finish the shed and then work on building a covering for the well.  Organize!!!  We need to organize! 
Here’s our list:

Lettuce: Maybe a few mini heads.

New Zealand spinach:  Takes Elizabeth four hours to pick all the NZ.

Kale

Endive

Arugula:  Drives me crazy to cut.  Takes SO long to fill a pail.  I’m almost ready to tell Henry, “Till it in!”

Micro mix:  Alissa has taken over cutting.  Danielle fills trays and I’m in charge of planting.  Lots of color this week.

Cabbage:  Time to mix up a batch of dressing to keep in the fridge for impromptu coleslaw.
Broccoli:  BIG BIG broccoli week!  Wonderful heads.  Good time to blanch and freeze for your freezer.

Beets

Carrots:  Bunches of Rainbow colored carrots in yellow, peach, red, and orange.

Kohlrabi

Leeks

Onions:  Roger Q, “I chop all the greens and freeze them for making salsa when the tomatoes are ready.  My wife says that’s why my onions don’t get very big.  Could that be?”

Scallions:  First time I tried planting seeds for scallions.  Elizabeth and Clazina weeded.  Success!  Red and white.

Basil

Parsley

Celery:  For cooking purposes like soup.  Very intense.
Green beans:  Few.

Eggplant:  We limited the number of varieties this year.  Folks just didn’t buy green eggplant!

Okra:  A bit.

Garlic:  German White, a hardneck.  Wonderfully fresh.

Swiss chard:  Smallish leaves but tender and colorful.

Tomatoes:  Heirlooms:  yellow Taxi, Black Sea Man, Black Krim, red Italian Heirloom, red hybrids, a red grape and a golden cherry.

Cucumbers:  Minis and slicers from the hoop house hangers.  Small picklers from the pickle patch.

Flowers:
Annuals such as zinnias, strawflowers, cosmos, and statice are starting to pick up speed.  Lilies are slowing.  Perennials are kind of like the tide, they come and go.  We had a huge week of baptisa, a limited week of baptisa, and then no baptisa.  A week of the most wonderful baby’s breath, a week of some baby’s breath and next week, no baby’s breath.  Some weeks the flowers seem to all come in blue.  This week was yellow.  Yellow statice, yellow calendula, yellow rudbeckias, yellow yarrow.  
“What can I add to this bouquet besides a different shade of yellow?”

 “I don’t want to hear a word next week how you girls wished you had more yellow!”  
 In a week or two, it will be pink.  And hopefully, when the weather cools and folks start thinking fall, the oranges and browns will bloom.  But not always.  We’ve had tons of orange and brown in the heart of summer.  Does it sell?  Well … if you have enough reds, yellows and purples to highlight the orange and the brown. 
Beautiful?   Indeed, indeed!  And the most wonderful sunflowers!  And dahlias!  And lilies!   
Come to the Farm Day
July 11, 1:00 p.m.
Supper - 6:00 p.m.
Come on out.  Spend the day with us.  Help plant trees if you can or just hang out.  We’d love to have you!  
All our perennials and shrubs will be on sale.
Henry, Harriet & Alissa Kattenberg 

Seedtime & Harvest, Hull, Iowa

712-439-1861

Falls Park Farmers Market:

Saturday 8-1pm May to Oct.

Falls Park, Sioux Falls, SD
