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Did I do that?  Complain about the kids? Our summer help?  Nah.  Harp at them once and a while about their SO slow speed?  Couldn’t be.  Bitch about their weeding job?  Pulling the tops off the weed, leaving the roots intact? Not me.  Never standing on their own two feet for more than a minute before finding something to lean their youthful hip on?  Um.  Patiently standing there watching the tub fill with water?  Well …
And now … How do we like our work conditions now?  

“We are going to have to fly today, Elizabeth.”  Elizabeth nods.

“When you have to do it all yourself, then you realize how much they actually did!”  That’s from Alissa. 

It’s kind of like youth vs. old age.  As a kid, I’d say, “I have a back ache.”  Dad would say, “Oh, Girl, you don’t know what a back ache is!”

Or like having children.  Babies vs. teenagers vs. married with in-laws and spoiled grandchildren.  
I always thought living life in reverse might help.  If you’d been old, had all the aches and pains, weaknesses and illness, you might be able to appreciate the strength, mobility, and the healthy, supple, full of energy, I can do anything, youthful body much more by the time you were young.
Or after dealing with spoiled grandchildren (our first is on the way! Not yet spoiled.) or disgruntled in-laws (We are happy with ours; just don’t know what they think of theirs!?!?!??), maybe we’d appreciate a house full of teenagers a bit more.  And having babies?  Well, I think by that time of our life, sleepless nights, dirty diapers, sibling rivalry, fevers, and emergency rooms would be a piece of cake.  

And yet … The Lord was smarter than us all.  We get so complacent.  Take so much for granted.  Live like tomorrow will be the same as today.  Then gradually (with life it takes years) we loose what we didn’t appreciate.  What value we can see with our dimming eye sight!  What beauty! What an abundance of goodness!  

 Just like summer vegetables.  So much.  So easily available.  And the heat.  So hot.  Ninety-six degrees without a lick of cooling breeze.  So short on time.  So many tomatoes.  

Come winter?  How we’ll long for those summer tomatoes.  Sweet juicy, ripe no-longer-green-but-red-and-orange-and-yellow peppers.  Homegrown cucumbers.  New potatoes.  No more frozen beets but fresh.  Carrots with a touch of dirt.  Lettuce full of flavor.  Green beans worthy of fork and tooth.  

Living in reverse probably wouldn’t help us shallow minded creatures.  And we can’t anyway.  So let’s do our best today.  And appreciate.  Appreciate.  Appreciate.  

“Life as an ever rolling stream

Bears all her sons away.

They lie forgotten as a dream

Dies at the break of day.”

Sit down.  Taste your food.  Swirl that chunk of sun-kissed tomato on your tongue.
Talking tomatoes, you really should try our Gold Medal tomato.  The best!  Just delectable.  Inhaling, melting delectable.  Truly a fruit.  It’s so large no one is willing to shell out six bucks for one tomato.  But you are missing a eye-popping taste experience when you leave this tomato behind.  The heirlooms must be picked yet today.  We’ll see how many Gold Medals and Old Germans we have.  Maybe we can do a give-away on larger purchases.  “Spend xxx bucks with us and we’ll give you a six dollar tomato.  Free!”  
Now that I’ve rambled on, here is our list:

Lettuce:  Finally!  Planting after planting failed this summer.  The soil was so warm even the irrigation water buried a foot deep was warm.  Lettuce seed doesn’t germinate in warm/hot dirt.
Artichokes:  The real thing!  Imagine!  Grown here in Iowa/South Dakota.
Melons:  We have a mini single serving melon and also larger ones which could be a single serving for melon lovers.  A few funny looking rumpled, ribby heirloom melons.  
Fennel: Brother-in-law loves fennel roasted with other root vegetables.  Can also slice thin and eat with a sprinkling of salt.  Or shred for salads.  Use the greens as seasoning and garnish.
Shallots

Swiss chard

Potatoes

Okra

Beans

Summer squash

Garlic

Eggplant

Hot peppers

Sweet peppers

Basil

Cucumbers

Cherry tomatoes

Hybrid tomatoes

Heirloom tomatoes

Canning tomatoes:  $15 for 20 lbs.  Nice!
Onions

Leek

Carrots

Beets

Broccoli

New Zealand spinach

Flowers:  

Zinnias

Sunflowers

Dahlias

Mixed bouquets

With these cooler nights, everything starts to slow down.  The first to put on the brakes is okra.  Okra does not like cool!  Eggplant doesn’t bloom.  Usually eggplant replaces whatever you picked last week with new fruit this week.  Peppers set fruit early in the season and then all its energy goes into size, thicker walls and ripening to red, orange or yellow.  The sweet pepper Hershey is finally turning a dull chocolate brown.  (Nice variety name!)

Flowers react the same way to cooler weather.  Alissa’s perennials have really slowed.  Annuals take an extra day between cuttings.  Only the flowers in the hoop house keep up some momentum.  We planted a few zinnias in the house for fall bouquets.  The green zinnia is eye popping gorgeous!  Much nicer than outdoor summer grown green zinnias.  

The flowering kale was almost demolished by cabbage worms before the only-ribs-remain state caught my eye.  Wonder if they will amount to anything?  
Alissa also has a few new asters.  One is a filler flower. “I love it if only I could figure out how to cut it!”  Another is a green aster called Hulk.  Reports are conflicting on this one.  “Same color/contrast as green zinnias as far as florist needs.”  “There was great interest from florists.”  “Women were turned off by the name ‘Hulk’ so we renamed it OZ (for the “O” in center and green color) Aster; they like this name much better!”  We are undecided.
I better run!  There is more to do today that we can even dream of doing!  Waaa!  We miss our kids!!!!  And our teenagers.  And our babies.  And our youth.  But life is still good and grubbing in the garden … it just can’t get much better!
See you in the morning(
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Falls Park Farmers Market:
Saturday 8-1pm May to Oct.
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