April 23, 2004

We’ve actually had spring weather this year.  Hasn’t it been beautiful?  Seems that we go from the dead of winter directly into the heat of summer most years.  But 2004 had spring days even in February and March.  
I took advantage of the weather and planted the hill garden in March.  We really considered covering the whole plot with a large sheet of plastic but didn’t.  Those little plants seemed to survive the 18 degree nights but Sunday’s storm wiped out everything but the peas.   I can’t find a single radish or even a lettuce plant.  Beets and carrots hadn’t showed their faces and the spinach disappeared.  Next week . . . if the rain holds off a bit . . . we’ll surface till lightly and plant again.  

Meanwhile, the growing house has perfectly balmy weather.  No wind.  No rain or hail.  Perfect moisture.  Icelandic kelp feeds each tomato plant.  They look so content.  Henry observed, “I can see that these houses will multiply.  Nothing bothers the plants.  It’s perfect!”  (Summer will probably teach us a few lessons in moderation.)  
The plastic on the growing house has some stretch/stress marks from the hail stones.  This house is cheaper than our germinating house, both in cost and quality, and really had us worried during Sunday’s storm.  Rick spent a week building it and was often disgusted with the quality.  He doesn’t seem too excited about putting up growing house Number 2.   We’d like to plant Lissy’s dahlias and gladioli in No. 2.  Wind and bugs can really destroy flowers.  
The germinating greenhouse is overflowing.  Lissy spent a day moving pots to the great outdoors.  She has the last of the flowering shrubs transplanted.  We choose a number of Color Choice shrubs and roses.  All are hardy in our frigid Zone 4.  You’ll see the ads in horticulture and gardening magazines.

HYDRANGEA: Limelight, Little Lamb, Pink Diamond.  
WEIGELA: Midnight Wine, Ruby Queen, Wine & Roses.

SAMBUCUS Elderberry: Black Beauty.   

SALIX Melanostachys: a black pussy willow.  

ROSA: Carefree Beauty (a Buck rose), Morden Blush, Ruby Meidiland, Winnepeg Parks, The Fairy

I know Sioux Falls is overflowing with plants as every grocery, hardware, lumber and discount store jumps into the green market.  But please, save some of your purchases for the Farmers Market.  Our venders have been working all winter to bring their favorites to Sioux Falls.    

Our Market rules state, “Vendors are required to produce the products they sell.  Vendors must live and produce their products within a 200-mile radius of Sioux Falls, SD.”  
We cannot purchase a truck load of finished product and dump it at Market.  Every plant and vegetable we sell has been coddled by us, personally.  Our Market may be missing tropical fruits and Florida oranges and California strawberries but at least you know that every item has been grown locally.  Visit with the growers, farmers, bakers, and bouquet makers.  They will talk (for hours, if you let them) about their operations, their challenges and successes, the love of their lives.
The lupines are blooming gloriously!  GAILLARDIA Fanfare is just starting and what beautifully unique flowers!  Each petal is a little yellow and orange trumpet, very fitting for it’s name, Fanfare.
Hostas are filling their pots.  The ornamental grasses are shooting upward.  Dahlias are almost ready to flower.
Hellebores are looking great in their leathery, evergreen foliage.  Beautiful flowers grace the plants in late winter to early spring and can be enjoyed indoors floating in a crystal bowl of water.  

Heuchera . . . Fabulous color and texture for shade . . . with a delicate wand of flowers rising above.

White and green leafed brunnera with tiny little white and blue flowers.  Phenomenal! 
Perosvskia.

Salvia.  
Daylilies. 

I can hardly wait to hear the reactions of all you plant connoisseurs.  It’s so sad that our germination house is so small . . . There’s too much to choose from and we just can’t fit it all in!  (Maybe limits are a good thing?!)
And don’t forget!  The Kordana miniature roses survived winter in the our garden and are full a new leaves and growing quickly.  They won’t be in bloom for Mother’s Day but now we know they will survive with protection.  What a bonus!   Kind of like a long-lost friend returning.
Annuals:  We’ll have them, too.  The awesome Daddy series petunias.  Pansies.  The brand-new, Giant Lime zinnia.  Purple Majesty millet.  Tomato and pepper plants.  And much more.
Lissy’s tulips are about ready to bloom.  Her Asiatic lilies are budded and she even has gladioli growing in crates.  

Spring!  It’s an awesome time of year.

See you in a week!

Harriet @ Seedtime and Harvest

