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April 24, 2009

Old Site; New Building!!! 
The good folks at Parks & Recreation say our new structure will be ready for use on May 2.  We venders met each other there earlier in the month.  We wondered, “Will it really be ready?”

Customers have called, “Will your new structure really be ready on May 2?”  

“It looks small!”

We venders all agreed to gamble.  We are moving back to our old site at Falls Park and we will wiggle ourselves into the new structure.  We all have lost space although the board tried to divvy it up fairly.  And there is very little room for expansion.  

The biggest consolation … We now have somewhere to run when the rain rains and the snow snows.  Cool!!

Seedtime will be on the north side of the structure.  We will set up our display tables out in the parking lot and will also set up tents for shade.  Customers will need to maneuver up and down a curb.  

But we will be happy to be there.  And even happier to see you!!  


Our season will start with lots of vegetable plants; tomatoes (both heirloom and hybrid), peppers (sweet and hot), eggplant, broccoli, cauliflower (white and orange), cucumbers, winter squash, mini cabbage, and a variety of herbs.  All Certified Organic, growing in the world’s only Certified Organic fiber pots.  We have eliminated all bedding flowers, concentrating solely on FOOD!  

Our greenhouse is bulging!  In fact, it is so bulging that we will offer our organic plants at a discount.  You take them home and keep them warm and watered until planting time, and we will give you a 15% discount.  How’s that for just babysitting?  This offer only applies on the first day of Market.  

 -----------
I really don’t belong in the house.  My to-do list is LONG!   But I’m frustrated so thought maybe I could hammer out a newsletter and calm down a bit.

I’m trying to plant peas.  Henry bought me a new seed planter because I thought maybe the seed plates were warping and that was my problem when trying to plant very round, very uniform seeds.  The space behind the plate will become full of seed and just sort of grind the seeds to powder.  

Last summer, I started adding fine sand to turnip seed, trying to diversify the ‘seed’ size and shape.  Matthew poked fun of me, “Harriet’s losing it; she’s planting sand!”  But it did work until the seed was gone and only sand was left and I truly was planting sand!  It’s impossible to see until the seed germinates and the row of plants dwindles away to nothing.  And the second row … well that tells all!!!

So I have been fighting with this batch of pea seed all afternoon.  I added diatomaceous earth to the seed bag, hoping that would make everything more slippery and eliminate friction.  Nope!

Finally I went to get some water to soak the seeds for a bit and added the inoculant which is really needed for the peas to put little nodules of nitrogen onto their roots.  I sometimes don’t bother because it’s a hassle, too.  But the first cup full of wet, blacken seed went through the seeder very nicely.  Finally!!


So I moved my rope to the next section, wet the seed, added what inoculant I had left, and with a cheerful attitude, started on the next variety.  Fiddlesticks!!! I was back to square one!  The seed kept jamming until the little drop channel was completely plugged.  

By now the wind had picked up speed and I needed a sweatshirt.  Plus I’m out of inoculants.  Maybe if I add some more, it will slip through the seeder.

So … Here I am.  Sitting on the keyboard, telling you my woes!  

I’ve been trying to keep up with all the seeding, transplanting, pulling tulips, and etc., etc., until Alissa is free from her ‘other’ job and can come home and work with me on the farm.  She is committed for two more days in town and then its farm, farm, farm!  
So, please!  Make plans to stop (and shop) the Falls Park Farmers Market on May 2.  There is only one road into the market at this time but there are parking lots on both ends of the building.  There should be plenty of parking.  Eventually, there will be two roads to the market, one leading to each parking lot.  You’ll see when you get there.

All the venders have been working hard and this spring has been extra beautiful.  Here at Seedtime, the hill garden is planted and I can start to see little rows of green.  Radishes are up.  Arugula.  Spinach.  Cress.  Onions.  All up in (relatively) straight rows.  Looking good!!

I better go back to the pea patch and keep planting.  Thanks for listening!  I feel much better!!  (
Henry & Harriet Kattenberg, farmers 

Seedtime & Harvest, Hull, Iowa

hkattenberg@seedtimeandharvest.net 
www.seedtimeandharvest.net 
712-439-1861
Falls Park Farmers Market:

Saturday 8am - 1pm, May – Oct

