[image: image1.png])’ Seedtime & Harvest




September 10, 2010
How the season changes!  A few weeks ago, every cooler on the farm was packed full of summer produce and sucking electricity like a leviathan sucking water!  
Heat.  Sunshine.  Sandals.  Suntans.

Today … Drizzle, drizzle, drizzle.  We wore rain suits most of the day.  

I had the work all planned for today.  But the thunderstorm pretty much ruined those plans.  You can’t send a kid out to dig carrots when it is lightening.  You can’t send the girls out to pick cucumbers when it’s pouring rain.  You can’t pick cherry tomatoes when the plants are dripping wet.  And we never did pick a single green bean.  

Towards afternoon, Morgan and I headed out to the squash patch.  I was concerned about getting the tractor stuck in the lowest part of the field.  Just a few days earlier, Henry and I had laid plastic next to the squash patch for planting the 2011 garlic.  Today, water was standing between the rows.  

I worked my way through the patch, picking up any squash with a corky stem and laying them in groups on the plastic.  Lots of squash was ready for harvest.  Lots of squash needs a few more days.  Morgan would follow and carefully lay each squash on the hay rack.  “Any bumps, nicks, or even scratches from your finger nail can send a squash into a festering, rotting squall.  Just pretend each squash is an egg.  Be gentle!”

“One year, Josh helped Alissa pick up all the squash.  They used the loader bucket and kind of ‘tossed’ the squash into the bucket for a ride back to the shed.  Tons of squash oozed and slimed.  The rot was extensive!  We probably lost more than we sold.”

Progress seemed really slow.  Finally, Betsy finished washing the muddy carrots and came out to join us.  Matt arrived as soon as he had the cherry tomatoes picked.  Morgan got up on the hay rack and started moving squash to the center as Betsy and Matt hefted arms full onto the rack.

I happened to look back.  Morgan was practicing a Hawaiian hula dance.  So graceful and beautiful!  I hollered back, “Hey, Morgan!!!  Switch jobs with Betsy.  She’s just tiptoeing through the squash patch!!!   And you can practice your Curves routine another day!” 

I condemned the Chocó sandals but later Betsy told me she was trying not to step on the vines.  “You can step on the vines; that will just make the squash dry down even faster.”

“Just don’t step on the squash!!!”

But the most exciting … I dug a few sweet potato plants.  If the beautiful tubers I found today are any indication of what is to come …. Hokey Pete!!!  I am excited!  Now I realize, the end of the row would have received the most water.  And each slip did sprout towards the end of the row, whereas at the beginning of the row, many slips failed to start.  (We planted 500 slips; 200 perished.)  But if I multiply the cache of today by 300 …. WE WILL HAVE SWEET POTATOES!!!  I can hardly wait to continue digging!!!
There are several festivals in Sioux Falls tomorrow so come on down to the Market a bit earlier!  We are taking lots of helpers and will be looking for you!!!!!!

Veggies:  

Lettuce: Mini Heads:  Yummy!

New Zealand spinach

Arugula

Endive

Kale

Beans

Broccoli

Carrots

Eggplant

Sweet peppers 
Hot peppers

Slicing cucumbers

European cucumbers

Leek

Garlic

Shallots

Potatoes; red, yellow, purple, and fingerlings

Tomatoes

Cherry tomatoes

Celery

Winter Squash: Sunshine

Herbs:
Basil

Parsley: Curly & Flat Leaf Italian

Mint: 
Chocolate


Spearmint


English

Lemon Balm

Thyme

Flowers:

Haute Mamas: Extra big, extravagant bouquets.

Lissy’s special bouquets.

Limelight hydrangea:  Huge!  Gorgeous!!  Now in 3D color!!!!!!
Gladiola:   Flower Power at the Max!!!

See you in the morning!!!
Harriet
Henry & Harriet Kattenberg, farmers 

Seedtime & Harvest, Hull, Iowa

hkattenberg@seedtimeandharvest.net 
www.seedtimeandharvest.net 
712-439-1861
Harriet’s cell 605-366-1056
Dates:
Falls Park Farmers Market:

Saturday 8am - 1pm, May – Oct

Are These Veggies Super, So-So, or Junk?

November 9, 2010

6:30 – 8:30 pm

Sioux Falls Community Education
IPC – 201 E. 38th St.
To register:  https://commed.sf.k12.sd.us
