[image: image1.png])’ Seedtime & Harvest




May 13, 2010
Crop Report:

Kale:  Over wintered.  Starting to flower.  “Do we ask Matt to pick it today?  He has been getting the outside jobs just because he is wearing boots and a rain coat.”  
The Swiss chard survived the winter under the same snow drift.  But when the snow melted and the weather warmed, the chard collapsed.  
The cress survived and grew like crazy.  I chewed on a sprig in the field.  It was so unbearable HOT that I told Henry to till it under.  

Micro:  Very, very little.  I was three days behind schedule planting last week.

Rhubarb:  Harvested hard for three weeks. Needs some time to re-grow.  Matt planted and Geraldine mulched 25 new plants.  I finally saw a sign of growth yesterday.  Nice!!  I was worried.

Asparagus:  Grows very slowly when cold.  Also damaged by frost.

Green Garlic:  Alissa and I grubbed a section out early morning, before everyone arrived.  Maybe need to do another batch today.  Green garlic can go anywhere you would put regular garlic.  More delicate.  Raw will surprise you with a punch of heat.
Shallots:  Last years crop.  Kept well.  Almost gone.

Scallions:  Planted from seed last year.  Weeded, watered, over wintered.  Now going to flower, after which it will start to multiply.  Planted a batch of bulblets early this spring … not yet ready to harvest.  Also planted a large batch of seed.  Transplanted.  Will need coddling until next spring.

Lettuce:

I have cut the hoop house hard and the field is not quite ready to go.
Spinach:

Simply delicious!  We have more spinach ready in the field but decided not to over harvest.  It seems folks buy two lettuce to one spinach and we cannot afford to pay our help to pick, wash, bag only to find we have picked more than we need.  

Radishes:

Not as many ready as I previously thought there would be.  Should be lots next week! 

Veggies in Review:
I was digging clumps of scallions with a fork, when I hit something hard.  A rock?  A root?  This is the old lawn garden and there are foundation remnants in it.  Moved my fork over.  Hard.  Moved further over.  Hard.

Mmmm … I will back up instead and dig the brick or whatever out.  I pushed my garden fork into a soft section of earth and pulled back, levering whatever it was to the surface.

An animal!!!!!!!!!

Soft and pliable!  Did I just stab this thing?  Did I kill it?  Nah.  There’s no blood.  It certainly would have struggled if I had hit it.  Why is it under the soil, laying right beside the onions?

Look at those teeth!  And the tail!  Looks kind of like a beaver but there is hair on the tail.  

I picked it up with my fork and carried it over to the drive-way.  I wanted Matt to look at it.  The week before he had been cutting herbs when he suddenly appeared in the hoop house.  “I just saw a really strange animal!  It was brown and looked kind of like a beaver only the tail was different.  It saw me and then headed into the trees in the grove.”

That night, Matt searched the web and reported the next day, “It was a woodchuck!!  Which is also called a groundhog.”

I waved Matt’s car down as they pulled on the yard.  “Back up, Matt.  I want to show you something.”

“Is this the animal you saw last week?”

Amidst the girls’ squealing and giggling, Matt agreed.  “That is what I saw!”

Maybe this fellow is what keeps Sparky so busy at night.  She sleeps under the overhang and then suddenly barrels out into the yard, barking and growling, and just plain having a hissy-fit.  

One night last summer, she had a hissy-fit in the garage.  Plus there was noise right outside the front door.  I turned on the outside light.  A skunk!!! By the front door, no less!!!  Tail up.  Turning this way.  Turning that way.  Eating Sparky’s dog food!  Uggg!!!!  And the white fur wasn’t so white in close-up view.  It was dirty.  And yellow.  Looked like it had been peed on.  Double uggg!!!

Alissa will be here in a minute and we will try to plan our day.  Five young people to keep busy in mud and cold.  Makes it all very interesting!!

May 14, 2010
What a beautiful day today!  The sky was full of twinkling stars this morning when Henry and I left to deliver veggies and flowers.  Then I enjoyed the sunrise, all 45 miles of it.  And beautiful clear blue skies all day!  The absolute best!  No wind.  Birds singing.  Perfectly lovely.

I think the kids enjoyed it, too.  The girls washed crates out in the sun and did not get wet.  They have been cold and wet for two days and today was a nice reward.  The crates are whistling clean.  Almost look like new.  

Happy eating!!!
Harriet

Dates:
June 22, 2010

Camp Fuel, Sanford Hospital

Camp Fuel visits the farm, Seedtime & Harvest.
July 13, 2010

Come to the Farm Day

Seedtime & Harvest, Hull, Iowa  
Henry & Harriet Kattenberg, farmers 

Seedtime & Harvest, Hull, Iowa

hkattenberg@seedtimeandharvest.net 
www.seedtimeandharvest.net 
712-439-1861
Falls Park Farmers Market:

Saturday 8am - 1pm, May – Oct
